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being established in 1889. Its object is 'to provide a center for a higher civie and social life; to institute and maintain educational and philanthropic enterprises and to investigate and improve conditions in the industrial districts of Chicago.' Hull House and its influence has meant a great deal to Chicago and the Middle West. The public school system is administered by a board of education of eleven members appointed by the mayor, which elects the superintendent of schools.

The Cook County Hospital with its 3,300-bed capacity, is said to be the largest general hospital in the world. This institution includes the Psychopathic Hospital and Cook County Morgue. The Children's Department building cost $1,000,000 and has a capacity of 500 beds. The group of institutions known as the Research and Educational Hospitals of the State of Illinois represents a most interesting effort toward the solution of problems involving medical education, public health and welfare as well as related social problems. The Albert Mcrritt Billings Hospital conducted by the University of Chicago Medical School, one of the most beautiful buildings on the University campus, is planned with the idea of meeting the requirements for research and education in medicine, and providing the best facilities for the care and treatment of patients.

The water supply of Chicago, which has been under municipal control since 1852, is obtained from Lake Michigan. The water near the shore being contaminated by sewage, a five-foot tunnel under the lake was built in 1864-65 to a water station, or crib, 2 m. out. Subsequent extensions of the system were made as demanded by the city's growth, and there are now 7 cribs, and 15 tunnels. The new experimental water filtration plant, located at 69th Street and Oglcsby Avenue, is the largest and best equipped plant ever constructed for studying filtration problems. The purpose of the plant is to obtain data for the design of large filtration plants for Chicago. The leading feature of the sewerage system of Chicago is the Sanitary and Ship Canal (Drainage Canal). (See CHICAGO DRAINAGE CANAL.)

Chicago is the greatest municipal air transport center in the United States. It is the hub of the air mail service. More airplanes arrive and depart daily from the Municipal Airport than from any other airport in the country. No other large city in the United States is so near both the center of area and

the center of population as Chicago. Combined with this advantage, its situation at the head of the most southwestern of the Great Lakes, its extraordinary railway facilities, and its proximity to raw materials have made it one of the foremost commercial cities of the world. The project for a 'Lakes to the Gulf Waterway/ may still further increase Chicago's commerce. The seven leading industries are meat packing, foundry and machine-shop products; printing and publishing (book and job; newspapers and periodicals) ; iron and steel; men's clothing; and bread and other bakery products.

The Union Stock Yards are located at 42nd and Halstcd Streets, about 6 m. from the center of the city. The 'Stock Yards' needs no introduction. They arc situated on 500 acres of ground. About one-half of the space is given up to pens for livestock, the balance being occupied by the buildings of the packing companies. Over 15,500,000 head of cattle, calves, hogs, sheep and horses (for this is also a horse market) are received each year. The packing plants are open during working hours to visitors. The population of Chicago is 3,396,808, making Chicago the second city in the United States, and the 4th in the world. The negro population is over 200,000 and there is a large foreign-born population. Chicago is administered under a combination of authorities that has hampered municipal progress. Taxes are levied by the city, the county, the Board of Education, the three boards of park commissioners, the Sanitary District, and the Forest Preserve District. At the head of the municipal government is a mayor, elected for a four-year term. The common council of 50 members, one from each of the 50 wards, controls the excise, the police, the budget, and city contracts and city franchises, and confirms appointments by the mayor. The mayor appoints the heads of the city departments, and has the veto power; but ordinances may be passed over his veto by a two-thirds vote of the common council.

Marquette and Jolict both visited the site of Chicago in 1673. A treaty of Wayne with the Indians in 1795 secured the cession of six sq. m. of this territory to the United States. In 1803 a log house built about 1777 by a Santo Domingo negro was sold to John Kin-zie, who thus became Chicago's first American settler; and in the same year a block house, called Fort Dearborn, was built. In the beginning of the War of 1812, Fort Dearborn was destroyed, and 52 (out of 70) of the garrison and their wives and children were